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This occurs not merely from lack of sympathy with the other side of the case, but from failure to understand what that other side is ; and when the quarrel is eventually adjusted both parties are apt to feel equally aggrieved without very clearly understanding what the dispute has been about.
When Great Britain brings pressure to bear on Belgium to put an end to administrative abuses in the Congo, her action may give rise to anger and resentment in Brussels, but her motives for it are not misunderstood. The existence of the abuses may be denied, or they may be declared to be the inevitable consequences of the state of the country, or the character of its inhabitants, or any other arguments may be used ; but the course of the discussion and the reasons for it are as intelligible to the Belgian as they are to the English public.
But when we inform Persia that if she really cannot establish a state of reasonable security on certain trade routes within a given time we shall have to do something in the matter ourselves, we find to our astonishment that an outburst of hostile feeling in Constantinople is the immediate result. " Why ? " asks the well-informe^ man in the street. " What has Persia to do with Turkey ? Do not the Persians and Turks hate each other because of their religious differences, and are they not always quarrelling ? Besides," he may well continue, " surely every one must prefer good government to anarchy, and safety to insecurity ! We have promised to respect the integrity of Persia and have said that our one desire is to see her strong and prosperous. Our intention is to help these people and they ought to like it."
They ought to but they don't. We cannot see why our determination to protect British traders in one country should rouse hostility in another; we cannot see why our well-meant efforts to effect improvements in the state of Persia or secure the lives of Armenians in Anatolia should rouse anger and hatred not only in the countries concerned, but throughout the East. The state of Egypt as it is now, compared to what it was before the occupation, ought, we think, to be an example sufficiently striking to convert any sceptic as to the beneficent results of British administrative methods.